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ODE ON ST. CECILIA's DAY   
(excerpt) 
- Christopher Smart

From your lyre-enchanted towers, 
2Ye musically mystic Powers, 
3Ye, that inform the tuneful spheres, 
4Inaudible to mortal ears, 
While each orb in ether swims 
6Accordant to th' inspiring hymns; 
7Hither Paradise remove, 
8Spirits of Harmony and Love! 

Shall Echo from her vocal cave 
26Repay each note the shepherd gave, 
27And shall not we our mistress praise, 
28And give her back the borrow'd lays? 

33Higher swell the sound and higher: 
34Let the winged numbers climb: 
To the heaven of heavens aspire, 
36Solemn, sacred, and sublime: 
37From heaven Music took its rise, 
38Return it to its native skies. 

Hail, harmonious virgin, hail! 
187When Death shall blot out every name, 
188And Time shall break the trump of Fame, 
189Angels may listen to thy lute: 
Thy power shall last, thy bays shall bloom, 
191When tongues shall cease, and worlds consume, 
192And all the tuneful spheres be mute. 
Hail, Cecilia, hail! 
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 
shep herd



     
re pay each note the









     
re pay each note the


gave,

  
re

 
shep herd









 
shep herd

 

    
pay each note the shep


gave,








gave,

  
...herd

 
herd gave,

  
shep







- -

--

- -

- -

-
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










57

  
...herd

 
gave,



 
herd gave,

57 



  
gave,

  
...herd

  













  
...herd

 
gave,

  
and

  
and

 

  







  
gave,

 

   
shall not we our

   
shall not we our

  

 
  





  
mis tress praise,

  
mis tress praise,

 
 

   











  
and

  
and

  

    





  
give her back

  
give her back

  

  

-

-












64 



  
the bor

  
the bor

64   

  





 
row'd lays?

 
row'd lays?

  

    












 

       















   

       









      3 3

     


3 3









               

 

-

-

      
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









70

 
High er

 
High er

 
High er

 
High er

70

               














light pedal, ad lib


swell

 
swell


swell


swell

               


 
the

 
the

 
the

 
the

               
 

 
sound and

 
sound and

 
sound and

 
sound and

               
 

-

-

-

-












74 
high


high


high


high

74

               



er:


er:


er:


er:

               
 









               

 









               

   

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -
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









78

 
let the

 
let the

 
let the

 
let the

78        
       





wing

 
wing


wing


wing

               


 
ed

 
ed

 
ed

 
ed

               
 

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

 
num bers

 
num bers

 
num bers

 
num bers

               
 

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

-

-

-

-












82 
climb:


climb:


climb:


climb:

82

               













 

 

 

 

               

  

 
To the

 
To the

 
To the

 
To the

               




 
hea ven,

 
hea ven,

 
hea ven,

 
hea ven,

               



-

-

-

-
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










86   
heav en of

  
heav en of

  
heav en of

  
heav en of

86

               
 

 
heav'ns as

 
heav'ns as

 
heav'ns as

 
heav'ns as

               

 


pire,


pire,


pire,
pire,

               










               
 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-











90 







90

         

 









            

   

 
sol emn,

 
sol emn,

 
sol emn,

 
sol emn,

         





sac

 
sac


sac


sac

       



- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -
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










94  
red,

 
red,

 
red,

 
red,

94

               
 

 
and sub

 
and sub

 
and sub

 
and sub

               

 


lime:


lime:


lime:


lime:

               



 

 

 
 

               
 

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -



































98 







98        
       










     

    
       

  
From

  
From

  
From

  
From













 
heav en

 
heav en

 
heav en

 
heav en





   
Mu sic took its

   
Mu sic took its

   
Mu sic took its

   
Mu sic took its






rise,


rise,


rise,


rise,

  
  


--

-

-

-

-

-

-
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





















104 







104

  
  

   
re turn it

   
re turn it

   
re turn it

   
re turn it




   
to its

   
to its

   
to its

   
to its

  
  

 
na tive

 
na tive

 
na tive

   
na tive






skies.


skies.


skies.
skies.

       
       



 

 
 
 

       
       




Hail,


Hail,

 
Hail,

 
Hail,

 

 











-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-







































































111 
hail,


hail,

 
Hail,

 
Hail,

111  

 

      
hail, har mo nious vir gin,

      
hail, har mo nious vir gin,

      
hail, har mo nious vir gin,

      
hail, har mo nious vir gin,

      
      


hail!


hail!


hail!


hail!




 


Hail,


Hail,


Hail,


Hail,

 
 


hail!


hail!


hail!


hail!



    









     
     

cresc.

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -
















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

































117 







117

   

   

   
When Death shall

   
When Death shall

   
When Death shall

   
When Death shall

  

  











   
blot out,

   
blot out,

   
blot out,

   
blot out,





   
blot out ev 'ry

   
blot out ev 'ry

   
blot out ev 'ry

   
blot out ev 'ry






name,


name,

 
name,

 
name,

   

   

     
and Time

     
and Time

     
and Time

     
and Time

   
    











-

-

-

-







































123    
shall break the

   
shall break the

   
shall break the

   
shall break the

123 


 
trump of

  
trump of

 
trump of 
trump of

 
 


Fame,


Fame,


Fame,


Fame,

    

    










   









    

    










  

     
   
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









129

    
An gels may

   
An gels may

   
An gels may

   
An gels may

129

   
  











    
lis ten to thy

    
lis ten to thy

    
lis ten to thy

    
lis ten to thy

   


    


lute:


lute:


lute:


lute:

 
 

  
thy

  
thy

  
thy

  
thy




  

   
pow'r shall last, thy

   
pow'r shall last, thy

   
pow'r shall last, thy

   
pow'r shall last, thy

  
  

    
bays shall bloom, shall

    
bays shall bloom, shall    
bays shall bloom, shall

    
bays shall bloom, shall

    


     

- -

- -

- -

- -

 











135 
bloom,


bloom,


bloom,
bloom,

135  
 

  
when

  
when

  
when  
when




 

   
tongues shall cease and

   
tongues shall cease and

   
tonguesshall cease and   

tongues shall cease and

 

 

   
worlds con sume, and

   
worlds con sume, and

   
worlds con sume, and

   
worlds con sume, and





   
all the tune ful

   
all the tune ful

   
all the tune ful

   
all the tune ful





 
spheres be

 
spheres be

 
spheres be

 
spheres be



 


mute.


mute.


mute.


mute.



   


- -

- -

- -

- -

 








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





















142   

  

  

  
142

   
   

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,














 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
 

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,




 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
 

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,




 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
 

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -





























149

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

149




 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!




 

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,

    
Hail, Ce ci lia,


 

 

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 



 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
 

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
hail!

 
 

   
And all the

   
And all the

   
And all the

   
And all the

   

   

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -
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













156    
tune ful spheres be

   
tune ful spheres be

   
tune ful spheres be

   
tune ful spheres be

156    

   

Rit.

Rit.


mute.


mute.


mute.


mute.

         
    

 
 

  
Hail!

  
Hail!

   
Hail!

  
Hail!


  

  


molto rit.

molto rit.


Hail!


Hail!


Hail!


Hail!



       

A tempo

A tempo










   
   

Rit.

Rit.

  
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